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Abstract: This is a study of the Swahili stone house, the spatial divisions within it, and 
the interactions between the inhabitants, the house, and its contents. The 
author concludes that the durable and fortress-like stone houses built by 
wealthy Swahili townsmen gave them status and power within the 
community and reinforced their authority within the domestic group.

Houses – can depict and communicate the social structure from one generation to the next 

Tambiah’s work – there are a number of symbolic systems in a house: these symbolic systems 
reinforce the social hierarchies of persons, places and objects in and around the house (pp. 423-459, 
1969) 

Bourdieu – The use of space is especially important in setting up divisions and hierarchies between 
persons which continuously reinforce underlying principles of a culture (p. 89, 1977) 

Gidden’s Theory of Structuration – stresses the reflexive nature of processes or practices. A 
structuring structure, for example a house, is both the medium and the outcome of social practices. It 
both enables and constrains the dialectical relationship between people and their actions p. 209, 1979 

Gidden’s – controlling settings for activities is one of the major prerogatives of those individuals who 
are in power (209, 1979) 

Powerful people determine the use, symbolic meaning, and form of domestic spaces. As a result, the 
spaces “loaded with meaning” help to ensure that the powerful will remain in power. The people in 
power make the architectural spaces into mnemonic devices that cue their superior position. 
These ranked spaces do not determine use, but they do aid the continuation of the pattern of power 
relations. The relationship between spaces and people is dynamic and changeable in the course of 
power struggles among individuals, groups or even different societies p. 115


